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- For some tme I have been disturbed by the way the CIA has been

. fiascos, is always avoided on grounds

diverted from its original assignment, It has become an operational and

at times ,oo//cy,-makmg arm of the government, | never thought when |
set up the /A that jt. wauld be injected into peacetime cloak-and-

. dagger operations. —-ex-President Harry S, Truman.

g

the agency's creator in December 1963 1o remove or

reduce the cause for concern over the ClIA's develop-
ment. As currently ‘organized, supervised, structured and
led, it may be that ‘the CIA has outlived its usefulness.
Conceivably, its Very existence causes the President and the
‘National Security Council to rely too much on clandestine
operations. Possibly its reputation, regardless of the facts, is
nNow so bad that as 3 foreign policy instrument the agency
“has become counter-productive, Unfortunately the issue of
‘its efficiency, as measured by its performance in preventing
past intelligence failuros and consequent foreign policy
of “secrecy”, So.
upwards of $750,000,000 2

N OTHING has happened since that pronouncement by

American laxpayers provide

“year for the CIA without knowing how the money is spent or

1o what extent the CIA fulfils or exceeds its authorized
intelligence functions. N
The gathering of intelligence is a necessary and legmmale
~activity in time of peace as well as in war. But it does raise
a -very real problem of the proper place and control of
agents - who are required, or authorized on their own
fecognizance, to commit acts of espionage. In a democracy
it also poses the dilemma of secret activities and the values
of a free society. Secrecy is obviously essential for espionage
but it can be — and has been — perverted to hide intelligence
activities even from those with tho constitutional re-
sponstbility to sanction them. A common ratipnallzatlon IS
the phrase “If the Ambassador/Secretary/Pros;dont docsn’t

know he won't have to lie to cover up.” The prolonged birth :

reluctance on the part of
to face these difficulties, and the
exist still bears the marks o_f' this

~of 'the CIA was marked by &
" politicians and others
agency as it came to
“indecision. :
What we need to do is to examine how the U.S. gathers
-its intelligence, and consider how effective its instruments
are and what room there is for improverment. Every govern-
ment agency must be acco
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life human aspeoct of espionage’ and secret operations. At this
level the stakes are lower and the “struggle” frequently takes

bizarre and even ludicrous twists. For, as Alexander Foote

noted in his Handbook for Spies, the average agent's "real .

difficulties are concerned with the practice of his trade, The .~

setting up of his transmitters, the obtaining of funds, and
the arrangement of his rendezvous. The Irritating ac_lmlmst_ra—
tive details occupy a disproportionate portion of his waking

As an example of the administrative hazards, one day in
1960 a technical administrative employee of the CIA
‘stationed at jts quasi-secret headquarters in Japan flew to
Singapore to condlct a reliability test of g local recruit. On
arrival he checked into one of Singapore’s older hotels to
receive the would-bg Spy and his CIA recruiter, Contact was
made. The recruit was instructed in what a lie detector test
does and was wired up, and the techriioian.plugged- the
machine into the room's electrical outlet, Thereupon it
blew out all the hotel's lights, The ensuing confusion and
darkness did not cover a getaway by the trio. They were
discovered, arrested, and jailed as American spies. -

By itself the incident sounds like a sequence from an old
Peters Sellers movie, however, its consequences were not
nearly so funny. In performing this routine mission the
CIA sct off a two-stage international incident between
England' and the United States, caused the Sceretary of
State to write a lotter of apology to a foreign chief of stale,

made the U.S, Ambassador 1o Si11gapQre look like the .
the final outcome being a situation -

proverbial cuckold,
wherein the United States Governmont lied in public =

CIA“R5#8601601R000300350099-6

e g —— 1 s o



P
PR

Ty

T

Approved For Release Zﬂﬁﬂﬂé

.x/

by Fuge V Vingic

*“Though the Pentagon Papers hurt the Democrats as a

party more than they do the Republicans, they chiefly
benefit the war critics of both parties, and that is a ma-
jor reason why the Nixon administration has reacted
so strongly against the disclosures. Now the eritics can
buttress their case with piles of official documents that,
sccretly, have been agreeing with them all along. It is
the government’s supporters who have been misled,
not its antagonists. From ahmost anybody’s point of
view, this makes our national leaders look like a pack
of knaves, if not fools. Jt took a retived official to state
the: fact plainly. Publication of the Pentagon Papers,
said Walt W. Rostow, “did not just hurt President
Johnson. It encouraged the widespread rotion that,
well, you can’t believe a President.’

The critics have ahways said that the United States

Lwill be pitblished on

"in Vietnam even before
Jater

rvae

Evcene G, Wisneny has spen! four yems investigaling
the Tonkin Gulf incidents. His book, Tonkin Gulf,
27 by Doulbiler
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was not stopping ags;xcrflon in Vietnam but was inter-
fering in Vietnamese internal affairs. Thanks to Daniel
Ellsberg, that now is more evident than before. Far
from supporting the Geneva setllemenl, the adminis-
tration of President 1Dwight D. Eisenhower considered
it a “disaster” and postponed the reunification of
Vietnam by free clections - becavse it had no confi-
dence in the outcome of free elections.. A team of
American agents launched anti-Communist activities
the Geneva Conference ended;
they tried to ruin the municipal bus system in
Hanol by pouring contaminants into the fucl supply.

“On its own lmhalxve,, Was -hm glon encom’*g,cd and
financed what it hoped woull be a permanent, non-
Communist government in southern Vietnam. In the
private councils of officialdom, there was little cant
about giving the “South Victnamese people” an op-
‘portunily to determine their future, Tt was fully realized
that, left to themselves,
choose the wrong future. Nearly a decade passed, and
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the southern Vietnamese would .

‘

A,

the US A nbﬁ sador to Saigon, Homy Cabot Lodge,
advised the State Department (on October 25 _196_3)
that South Victnam was still “not ready” for a

democratic clection.” Thus the ideals of democracy
and self-determination were subordinated to the de-
mands of anti-Comumunism. (In the most authori-
tative sceret documents, we find the American goal
slated -as an independent, non-Comununist  South
Vietnam. Yet cven some insiders managed to miss the
point. In his memoranda, Professor Rostow kept say-
Jing that the American aim was to restore the Geneva
settlement.) There can be little doubt that historians vvill
pinpoint the American rejection of the Geneva scttle-
ment as the basic cause of a second war in Indochina.

,/‘::}1\5 for the nature of the Comimunist-led insurgency
in South Vietnam, which flared in the late 1950s, the
crilics repeatedly said that it had great popular support
and that North Victnamese help, though available, was.
probably not needed by the Viel Cong. That is \Jh) the
critics have scoffed at recurrent plans for “Viet-
namization.” Now the Pentagon Papers, reveal that
the official policymakers themselves were not sure
about the importance of North Vietnam’s role in the
war -~ though they undertook to devastale that coun-
try. " According o official records, the insurgency in
South Vietnam began largely on its own, in response
to Ngo Dinh Diem’s repression. In 1959 Hanoi de-
cided that it had better assert control of the increasing-
ly successful rebellion. But two years later American
intelligence estimated that 80-90 percent of the Viet
Cong had been recruited 1o\ally, and reported little
sidence of the guerrilias” relying on external supplics.
For years US strategy called for defeating the Viet
Cong in the South, on their home ground, with Viet-
namcse troops. That Strategy did not work. In the
spring of 1964, American officials were ordered lo go’
out and gct enough cvxdcnco of North Vietnamese help
to the Viet Congso thal “escalation” of the war could
be justified if escalation becarae necessary.

- Nobody \xdltcd f01 lhc evidence to come in. Wash--
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